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Mr. William Webster, Supervisor
Ms. Jane Wright, Clerk
Saugatuck Township

3461 Blue Star Memorial Highway
Saugatuck, Michigan 49453

Dear Mr. Webster and Ms. Wright:

In 1989, the Michigan Legislature established the Atlas of Critical Dunes, under
Part 353, Sand Dunes Protection and Management, of the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended. Section 324.35312 (4) of
Part 353 states:

If a local unit of government does not have an approved zoning
ordinance, the department may regulate additional lands described in
subsection (3). However, the lands added by the department shall not
extend more than 250 feet from the landward boundary of a critical
dune area, unless the governing body of the local unit of government
authorizes such an exiension.

It has come to our attention that the critical dune boundary in portions of Sections 3 and
4 of Saugatuck Township does not accurately represent the dune feature. The
enclosed map depicts the existing critical dune area in gray. Also depicted is a darker
gray band, containing approximately 14.11 acres, that the departiment is authorized to
include in the critical dune area pursuant to the subsection cited above. A third area
identified as outside of the 250 feet distance from the present critical dune boundary (as
discussed above) has also been mapped in light gray and contains approximately

11.11 acres. This area may also be included in a revised critical dune area boundary if
Saugatuck Township authorizes such an extension.

The Land and Water Management Division is asking whether Saugatuck Township
wishes to authorize the extension of the critical dune boundary to include the
approximately 11.11-acre area.
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If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Martin Jannereth, Chief of the Lakes,
Streams and Shorelands Section, at 517-335-3458 or jannerethm@michigan.gov. We
would appreciate your decision at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

C,{_ (2 5{‘&1,6 i B vin -
Elizabeth M. Browne, Chief
Land and Water Management Division
517-373-1170
Enclosure

cc: Mr. Martin Jannereth, DEQ






